
FROM FR. CHRIS ALIMAJI’S DESK  
Reflections on Prayer 
 
On this Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, we reflect on prayer in our relationships with God, as we read from 

Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138; Colossians 2:12-14 and Luke 11:1-13. Simply put, I define prayer as our conversation with God, 

through which we praise him, bless him, glorify him, adore him, honor and acknowledge him, and also ask him for our needs and 

the needs of others. In prayer we express our relationship with God as our Father, who loves and cares for us, both individually 

and collectively. Based on my experience and what I know of people, prayer has no clear-cut definition, as it relates to our 

heavenly Father. 

 

At our Holy Land Pilgrimage three years ago, we visited among other Churches, the Church of the Our Father and the Church of 

All Nations. I was over-joyed to discover at the first one that the Our Father prayer is written there in my home language, and in 

several other languages around the world. Not knowing how else to express my joy, I stood under the prayer wall and took a 

photograph. At the Church of All Nations, it is interesting that every nation on earth is welcome to adore and praise the Lord, as a 

Psalm response says. So we pray: God our Father! 

 

In my encounter in answer to a question by a 6-year-old boy in Ireland in Co. Meath in 1991, I ended up presenting God as our 

Creator, who created humanity as Rainbow Creatures. Different humans have various colors, I told him, and while in our colors 

every nation on earth will adore him. Nobody chose his or her color, or family, or parents, or nation to belong. Together, we are 

the Community of God’s people, God’s creation. The boy was over-joyed at our conversation, because at first, he wanted to 

know if I was painted, to his mother’s embarrassment. But he helped me to express mystery I never thought of that way before – 

Rainbow Creation. 

 

In this Genesis text, evil overtook two nations, and the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah became great. As a result, God sent 

his angels who went and destroyed them. Abraham’s role was that of intercession for innocent souls, when he saw the Angels. 

Prayer is also intercession for others. What do you do in prayer, and how do you listen for God’s response? In prayer we do have 

meditation in silence also. It is not always about talking. In communal prayer as we do in church, the gathering of God’s believing 

people, we pray out loud and respond conversationally. There are Kinds of Prayer, such as: Prayer of Praise, of Thanksgiving, of 

Adoration, of Communal Worship, of Acknowledgment of God’s glory and of his goodness and holiness, Acknowledgment of our 

sinfulness, of our need of help, Prayer of Intercession for ourselves and others in the worldly situations. St. Paul in Colossians 

2:12-14 expressed what Christ did to redeem us and saved us, by getting the Father to forgive our transgressions, obliterating 

the bond against us. These are why we go to Church to honor him. 

 

The disciples in Luke today were overwhelmed at how our Lord prayed regularly. Therefore, one requested that they be taught to 

pray. The Our Father prayer expresses most aspects of prayer. It is of praise, submission, emptiness, our need of daily 

sustenance, forgiveness of our sinfulness, and so on. We too must forgive our fellow offenders. We also need support of God’s 

grace, because we are prone to failure as a result of our human weakness. The Lord taught us here that God is compassionate 

and merciful. This is an exposure into the inside of God. Here he taught us persistence in prayer. Luke here expresses what 

Matthew taught in Mt. 7:7-8. This is prayer attitude. Pray constantly, St. Paul says, (cf. 1 Thess. 5:17). This is why we have daily 

prayer, daily Mass, weekly Mass. We do not pray once a day only. The Bible said: The good person prays seven time a day. The 

monks do that, and the clergy and nuns pray the Divine Office too. What about you? That is what Liturgy of the Hours is all 

about. Download the Laudate App into your cell phone and join in the prayers. You too are a child of God, your Father and 

Creator. 


